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Oxford. The strength of this early friendship is evid-
ent j&om the fact that Barnes dedicated his first and
most famous work: Parthenophil and Parthenophe in
1593 to 'the right noble and vertuous gentleman, M.
William Percy, Esquier, his dearest friend'. A year
later Percy returned the compliment in his Sonnets to
the fairest Coslia by including a madrigal 'To Partheno-
phil upon his Laye and Parthenophe'. As was the cus-
tom of the time, he promised a more fruitful work, but,
except for six plays in MS., written apparently for the
child actors of St. Paul's, and a madrigal in Barnes' Four
Bookes of Offices, 1606, his promises were unfulfilled.
Barnes' affection for Mr. W. H. is given public ex-
pression in The Divils Charter, A Tragedy, which is
addressed 'To the Honourable and His Very Deare
Friends Sir William Herbert, and Sir William Pope
Knights, Associates in the Noble Order of the Bathe.
Barnabe Barnes consecrateth his love/ It was pub-
lished, 1607.
Henry Percy, who had become pth Earl in 1585,
was interested in literature, scientific experiments and
tobacco, gaining for himself the sobriquet of 'the
Wizard Earl'. George Peele celebrated his installation
as a Knight of the Garter in 1593 by a poem entitled:
Honour of the Garter. In 1595 he married Essex's sister,
widow of Sir John Perrot, and later served in the Low
Countries, where he came to loggerheads with the